Summer 2026 Directive

Before you begin, please start each response on a new page with your MO number and biographical information. This should include your gender, age, location, living situation, most recent job title and employment status. For example: 

S12, female, 37, Cambridge, lives with partner, nurse

Please remember not to identify yourself or others inadvertently within your reply. It is best to use initials instead of a name.






Part 1: Wealth and the Rich 

In Part 1 of this directive, we are keen to hear your views and feelings about the rich. We mean people who have much more money than others, not people who are just comfortable. You might call them the wealthy, millionaires, billionaires, the top 1%, or something else. Perhaps you’ve recently heard about the world’s first trillionaire.
We’d like to know why you think some people are so much richer than others, whether this is fair, and whether something should be done about gaps in income and wealth.
In February 1945 Mass Observation asked its panel about their “normal conversational attitude” towards “the rich” and we’re interested in your answers on this same question today. How would you speak about the rich if they came up in conversation?
To start…
In thinking about wealth, please describe what the term “rich” means to you. What images come to mind?
Is there a type of person you associate with “the rich”? Please tell us about them. Why do you think these people have so much money?
The place of the rich
We’re keen for your thoughts on whether it’s right that the rich have so much money. Are there certain kinds of “rich” people you feel more or less favourably towards? If so, why is this?  
You could consider how they acquired their money. Were they born rich, inheriting money, or did they later become rich themselves? Do they have special skills or abilities, or have they been lucky, for example by their home becoming much more valuable? Please tell us whether you think different groups of the rich equally deserve their money.
How do you feel about people who receive very high incomes and bonuses, do you feel differently towards them than to people who own lots of land, property, savings, or investments?
What role should the rich play in our society and economy? How far do you feel the rich fulfil this role? We welcome your thoughts on whether the rich should spend, save, or invest their money, pay most of it in taxes, or donate it to charity or political campaigns. 
Is there one law for the rich and another law for everyone else? 
The rich and yourself
We would like to know where your ideas about the rich come from.
Do you consider yourself rich, or have you ever been rich? If so, how has this impacted your life? 
If you aren’t rich, would you like to be? Please tell us your thoughts. 
What about any rich people you’ve met. How have they treated you and others? Do you feel differently about them compared to rich people you don’t know? 
Where do you hear the rich being discussed—for example, in the news, online, by politicians, in films, TV, or books? Are they portrayed fairly?
Conversations about the rich
Please share your thoughts and any experiences of how you speak about the rich in conversation. Do you feel this differs with particular people, such as friends, family, or colleagues? Please share your reflections on this.
The rich over time
Over your lifetime, have the rich changed at all? Please consider who they are, how they make and spend their money, just how rich they are, and how many people are rich. Have your views about them changed? Has the way society views the rich changed? Would you say the country has become more, or less, unequal?  How hard is it for people to become rich?
Responding to inequalities
What do you think about taxes on high incomes, large inheritances, or capital gains? Should these different taxes be increased, reduced, or abolished? Please tell us why. 
Would you support a new annual tax on rich people’s wealth? Please share your thoughts. If you do support this, what level of wealth should this tax target, what rate should the tax be, and are there assets, like people’s own homes, that should not be taxed?
Finally, how would you feel if the government imposed legal limits on how much people could be paid, or on how much money and property people can own? If this were to happen, at what level do you think this should be capped at?
Before you begin, please start each response on a new page with your MO number and biographical information. This should include your gender, age, location, living situation, most recent job title and employment status. For example: 

S12, female, 37, Cambridge, lives with partner, nurse

Please remember not to identify yourself or others inadvertently within your reply. It is best to use initials instead of a name.





Part 2: Corruption 
In the second part of this directive, we are keen to know about your experiences and observations of corruption within the UK.  
By corruption, we mean people who are in positions of entrusted power who abuse their position for private gain (financial or other benefits) in a way that harms the public interest.  But there are lots of definitions of corruption, and you may have a different one!  If so, please let us know.
Corruption is usually thought of as being different from fraud, in part because fraud is often committed by people who are not in a position of power – for instance, a scam email asking for your bank details is an example of fraud but not corruption.
We welcome your thoughts and feelings even if you have not encountered corruption personally.   
What is corruption?
To start, could you please share any words or images that come to mind when you think of the term ‘corruption’.  In other words, what does the term ‘corruption’ mean to you?
Corruption in the UK
Are there areas of UK life that particularly concern you with regard to corruption? Please share your thoughts and feelings about this.
Have there been any events or scandals over the past few years that have influenced your view of corruption in this country? 
We would like to know to what extent you think corruption takes place in any of these areas of our national and local life? 
Feel free to share your thoughts and feelings, along with examples if you have them:

· Politics (Westminster parliament)
· Politics (local politics in councils)
· Politics (devolved Assemblies in Scotland, Wales and NI)
· Councils and local Government
· The private sector – as a whole, or specific areas like banks or construction
· The police
· Social housing
· The NHS
· The education system
· The media
· Sport
· Religious bodies
· Border force
· Monarchy
· Legal profession
· Accountancy profession
· Other – feel free to write about other areas

Beyond the UK
Do you think there is more or less corruption in the UK than in other countries? Please tell us why you think this is.
Looking back over the past decade, do you think corruption might be getting worse in this country, getting better, or staying about the same? Please share any examples that illustrate why you think this.
Do you think that corruption overseas affects the UK in any way – if so, can you explain how?
Resolving corruption
Anti-corruption experts often talk about promoting ‘integrity’ as a means of preventing corruption and suggest there are some key ‘institutions’ like the judiciary (judges and magistrates), civil service, parliament, the police and local government where integrity and public trust are particularly important.  Experts also say that a healthy democracy is linked to lower levels of corruption in a country.
We would like to know which institutions you think, as a priority, should be corruption-free and why?
What might make you have more trust in key institutions?
Do you feel our democracy is in a healthy shape to resist corruption – and if not, how do you think it could be strengthened?
Please share anything else you would like to see being done to prevent or address corruption.
Task  
Over the course of a week, make a list of anything you have read or heard in the news about things happening anywhere in the UK, including your local community, which you think might be examples of corruption.  It does not have to be a complete list if you find there are lots of examples – and on the other hand, you may find that you do not hear of any at all – and if that is the case, please also let us know.
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Part 3: Objects from Your Life; books
In summer 2025 we asked about timepieces as objects in your life. For the third part of this directive, we are interested to explore the topic of books as objects. We are keen to hear about your thoughts and feelings on the look and feel of books, the text, format, size, texture, smell etc. 
 
To start, please tell us about the books you have in your home, or the place where you live. Think about the different kinds of books you have, like novels, poetry books, non-fiction, recipe books, diaries, comic books and so on. This includes digital devices and physical books. 
 
We welcome any photos, lists or creative responses like poems, drawings, stories and so on, if that helps you to answer the questions below. 
 


Books at home
 
· Where do books live in your home or the place you live? Do they belong to you or others? How many books are there and are they arranged? If so, in what way? 
· Are there any books you like to display, maybe on a shelf or coffee table or are there some books you hide? Please tell us about this.
· How do books move through your home on their journey from acquisition to letting go of them? Do they tend to collect in places that are not strictly for book storage? (Please share, maps, diagrams etc). 
· Are there books you have which you haven’t read? Will you read them? What affects whether you end up reading a book or not? 
 
The physical book
· Is a book cover important to you? If so, why? Do you have a favourite book cover? Please describe this.
· Does it matter to you what format a book comes in? Do you think whether a book is printed or digital makes a difference to your experience of reading and your connection to the book and author? How do you feel about the sensory aspects of books, their texture, smell, feel and so forth. 
· Do you write in your books, put things in them, get them signed, or have you ever found writing or objects inside of books you’ve acquired? Please share details.
· Do you use books as an object for another purpose, for example as a weight for flower pressing or a height adjustment for your computer monitor? If so, please tell us about this.
 
Books and you
· Are there any books you have that are especially important to you? Why is that? How do they make you feel? Do you re-read these (or other books)? 
· Please tell us about where you get your books from. What motivates your purchase and how do you select books to buy/acquire/loan? 
 
The book as a gift
· Do you like to give books as gifts? Do you like to receive them as gifts? What factors affect the giving and receiving of books for you? Are there things you’re trying to do when you give someone a book? Could you tell us about examples of books you’ve given/ been gifted? 
 
Please share with us anything else about books as an object.
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